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1
DUAL FUNCTION RJ CONNECTOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 09/955,787, filed Sep. 19, 2001 and
entitled “Dual Function RJ Connector,” which is a
continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
09/902,448, filed Jul. 10, 2001, and entitled “Dual Function
RJ Connector,” all incorporated by reference in their entire-
ties.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to modular con-
nectors having a female housing and a removable male plug
and, more particularly, to multi-purpose modular connec-
tors.

2. Brief Description of the Prior Art

RJ-type modular connectors generally include an RJ-type
female housing configured to releasably receive an RJ-type
male plug. RJ-type modular connectors are commonly used
in conjunction with electronic telecommunications, data
networking equipment, and computers. The female housing
is generally a hollow box which defines an internal cavity
and four interior, surfaces. A latch groove is generally
defined adjacent to one of the four interior surfaces. A
plurality of contact terminals is positioned inside the interior
cavity, adjacent to one of the four interior surfaces and
preferably opposite the interior surface defining the latch
groove. Each of the contact terminals is electrically con-
nected to a corresponding phone line, wire, printed circuit
board lead, or some other system or device. One RI-type
modular connector is described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,978,317 to
Pocrass, herein incorporated by reference in its entirety.

The internal cavity of the female housing receives the
male plug. The male plug is generally box-shaped and
defines four external surfaces, an open end, a closed end, and
usually an internal cavity. One of the four external surfaces
defines a plurality of partitioned wire grooves, wherein the
open end, the internal cavity, and each of the plurality of
partitioned wire grooves are connected to one another. A
collapsible wire holder may be defined by any one of the
four external surfaces, and a flexible latch is usually posi-
tioned adjacent to the external surface positioned opposite to
the external surface defining the plurality of partitioned wire
grooves.

In one typical configuration, a plurality of wires is
inserted into the open end of the male plug. One end of each
of the plurality of individual wires is positioned in a corre-
sponding one of the plurality of partitioned wire grooves.
The collapsible wire holder is then compressed to hold each
of the plurality of individual wires securely within the male
plug. The male plug is then inserted into the female housing,
such that a ridge on the flexible latch releasably seats in the
latch groove, and each of the plurality of individual wires
contacts a corresponding one of the plurality of contact
terminals. The other end of each of the plurality of individual
wires may also be individually connected to another male
plug in the same manner described above, forming a plu-
rality of individual wires having a housing at both ends.

A significant limitation of prior art RJ-type modular
connectors is that the modular connectors are dedicated to
one particular function. For example, RJ11 modular con-
nectors are often used in telecommunication applications.
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RJ11 female housings generally include up to six separate
contact terminals, with a corresponding number of male
plug partitioned wire grooves. In data networking
applications, an RJ45 modular connector is often used. The
RJ45 modular connectors generally include up to eight
separate contact terminals, with a corresponding number of
male partitioned wire grooves, and are specially designed for
Local Area Network (LAN) or ETHERNET connectivity.
Therefore, if both telecommunication modem and network-
ing capabilities are desired in one particular type of device,
such as a computer, the device is generally configured with
at least one RJ11 modular connector and at least one RJ45
modular connector. The need for at least two different types
of modular connectors increases the size of the device,
which is an unwanted design limitation, particularly in the
hand-held or laptop computer markets.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To help ease the limitations currently imposed by the prior
art, the present invention generally includes an RIJ-type
modular connector which includes an RJ-type female hous-
ing and an RJ-type male plug. The RJ-type female housing
is configured to receive the RJ-type male plug. The RJ-type
female housing has an open, plug receiving end and least
two interior surfaces. A first RJ-type contact terminal con-
figuration is positioned along one of the interior surfaces,
and a second RJ-type contact terminal configuration is
positioned along another interior surface, wherein the sec-
ond RJ-type contact terminal configuration has a different
configuration than the first RJ-type contact terminal
configuration, and the first and second contact terminal
configurations are adapted to selectively mate with the
RJ-type male plug when the plug is oriented with respect to
the first and second contact terminals.

These and other advantages of the present invention will
be clarified in the description of the preferred embodiment
taken together with the attached drawings in which like
reference numerals represent like elements throughout.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a first embodiment female
housing according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional side view of the female housing
shown in FIG. 1, taken along section line II—II;

FIG. 3 is a partial cross-sectional side view of the female
housing shown in FIG. 1, taken along section line III—III;

FIG. 4 is a partial cross-sectional side view of the female
housing shown in FIG. 1, taken along section line IV—IV,
with another type of contact terminal;

FIG. §is a cross-sectional side view of the female housing
shown in FIG. 1, taken along section line V—V;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the female housing shown
in FIG. 1 and a first embodiment male plug according to the
present invention;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the female and male plugs
shown in FIG. 6 connected in a first orientation;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the female and male plugs
shown in FIGS. 6—7 connected in a second orientation;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a second embodiment
female housing according to the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a top view of a second embodiment male plug
according to the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional side view of the male plug
shown in FIG. 10, taken along section line XI—XI;
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FIG. 12 is an end view of the male plug shown in FIG. 10;

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of the female housing
shown in FIG. 9 and the male plug shown in FIGS. 10-12;

FIG. 14 is a perspective view of the female housing and
male plug shown in FIG. 13 releasably connected together;

FIG. 15 is an exploded perspective view of a third
embodiment female housing, a wall cover plate, and the first
and second embodiment male plugs shown in FIGS. 6-8 and
10-14;

FIG. 16 is a perspective view of a fourth embodiment
female housing and a third embodiment male plug;

FIG. 17 is a cross-sectional side view of the fourth
embodiment female housing shown in FIG. 16, taken along
section line XVII—XVII;

FIG. 18 is a top view of the third embodiment male plug
shown in FIG. 16;

FIG. 19 is a cross-sectional side view of the third embodi-
ment male plug shown in FIG. 16;

FIG. 20 is a bottom view of the third embodiment male
plug shown in FIG. 16;

FIG. 21 is a top perspective exploded view of a fifth
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 22 is a partial schematic view of a female housing
cavity opening shown in FIG. 21;

FIG. 23 is an exploded side view of the fifth embodiment
shown in FIG. 21; and

FIG. 24 is a cross-sectional side view of the fifth embodi-
ment shown in FIGS. 21 and 23.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

A first embodiment female housing 10 according to the
present invention is shown in FIGS. 1-8. A first embodiment
male plug 12 according to the present invention is shown in
FIGS. 6-8. A second embodiment female housing 10' is
shown in FIGS. 9 and 13-14. A second embodiment male
plug 12' is shown in FIGS. 10-14. A third embodiment
female housing 10" is shown in FIG. 15. A fourth embodi-
ment female housing 10" is shown in FIGS. 16 and 17. A
third embodiment male plug 12" is shown in FIGS. 16 and
18-20. For the purposes of this description, the female
housing and the male plug are of the RJ-type. However,
other types of multi-purpose modular connectors may also
fall within the scope and spirit of the present invention.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, housing 10 is generally a
hollow box-like structure defining an open end 14, an
internal cavity 16, four interior surfaces 18, 20, 22, 24, and
an interior end surface 26. Latch grooves 28, 30 are pref-
erably defined by two or more of interior surfaces 18, 20, 22,
24, e.g., interior surfaces 20 and 24, respectively. It will be
apparent to one skilled in the art, after reading this detailed
description, that while four interior surfaces 18, 20, 22, 24
are preferred, only two or more interior surfaces are needed.

At least one first contact terminal 32 is received in female
housing 10 adjacent one of interior surfaces 18, 20, 22, 24,
e.g., interior surface 20, preferably adjacent one of the
interior surfaces 20 and 24 defining one of the latch grooves
28, 30. At least one second contact terminal 34 is received
in housing 10 adjacent another of interior surfaces 18, 20,
22, 24, e.g., interior surface 24, again preferably adjacent
one of the interior surfaces 20 and 24 defining one of the
latch grooves 28, 30. At least one second contact terminal 34
is received in housing 10 adjacent another of interior sur-
faces 18, 20, 22, 24, ec.g., interior surface 24 again
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preferably, adjacent interior surfaces 18 and 22 defining
latch grooves 28 and 30.

FIG. 2 shows flattened, spring-type contact terminals
32A, 34A for longer male plug travel and less spring back.
FIG. 3 shows right angle, spring-type contact terminals 32B,
34B with medium travel and more moderate spring back.
FIG. 4 shows C-bend, spring-type contact terminals 32C,
34C with little travel and greater spring back. It will be
apparent to one skilled in the art that contact terminals
currently are available in many sizes and shapes, and that the
contact terminals 32, 34 discussed above are only examples
of possible applications. Other suitable contact terminals 32,
34 may also be used.

Referring to FIGS. 5-8 and with continuing reference to
FIG. 1, a male connector harness 38 includes at least one
flexible tab 40 positioned adjacent open end 14 of female
housing 10 along with a shield 42. One advantage of male
connector harness 38 is that it compensates for differently-
sized male plugs. For example, an RJ45 male plug typically
having eight wires is generally wider than an RJ11 male plug
typically having four wires. Hence, female housing 10
configured with four first contact terminals 32 and eight
second contact terminals 34 should be sized to accept an
RJ45-sized male plug. However, if internal cavity 16 of
female housing 10 is sized to receive an RJ45 male plug, an
RJ11 male plug having a width smaller than the RJ45 male
plug would not properly fit internal cavity 16 of female
housing 10. Male connector harness 38 helps to alleviate this
problem via flexible tabs 40. When male plug 12 having a
width substantially equal to the internal cavity 16 of female
housing 10 is received in open end 14 of female housing 10,
flexible tabs 40 are pressed in a direction toward interior
surfaces 18 and 22 of female housing 10. However, when
male plug 12 having a smaller width is inserted into internal
cavity 16 of female housing 10, each flexible tab 40 applies
a spring force to exterior surfaces of male plug 12 where-
upon male plug 12 is held in place in internal cavity 16.

A plurality of leads 44 may extend away from female
housing 10. FIG. 2 shows a lead 44A electrically connected
to one of the first contact terminals 32 and another lead 44B
electrically connected to one of the second contact terminals
34. FIG. 5 shows leads 44C, 44D each electrically connected
to an LED 36 received in female housing 10. The ends of
leads 44 extending outward from female housing 10 may be
connected to one another or to some other object, such as a
printed circuit board, such as by surface mounting, through
hole mounting, ball grind array, or other suitable method.
Plural female housings 10 can be stacked or bundled
together in multiple ports.

Referring to FIGS. 6-8, internal cavity 16 of female
housing 10 is configured to receive male plug 12. Male plug
12 is generally box-shaped and defines four external sur-
faces 46, 48, 50, 52, an open end 54, a closed end 56 and an
internal cavity 58. One of external surfaces 46, 48, 50, 52,
e.g., external surface 48, includes a plurality of partitioned
wire grooves 60, with four, six, or eight partitioned wire
grooves 60 being preferred. A collapsible wire holder (not
shown) may be defined by one or more of external surfaces
46, 48, 50, 52, and at least one flexible latch 62 may be
positioned adjacent to one or more of external surfaces 46,
48, 50, 52, with flexible latch 62 preferably defining at least
one ridge 74 which releasably engages a latch divot 68
defined in one of the interior surfaces 18, 20, 22, 24, e¢.g.,
interior surface 24, of female housing 10 to secure male plug
12 inside internal cavity 16 of female housing 10. Flexible
latch 62 is preferably positioned opposite the external sur-
face 46, 48, 50, 52, e.g., external surface 48, defining the
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plurality of partitioned wire grooves 60. Male plug 12 may
be an RJ11-type of male plug, an RJ45-type of male plug, or
other type of male plug.

A single wire or a plurality of wires 64 is inserted into
open end 54 of male plug 12 and strung through internal
cavity 58 of male plug 12. An end 66 of each wire 64 is
positioned in one of the plurality of partitioned wire grooves
60 whereupon each wire 64 is electrically insulated from
other wires 64. The collapsible wire holder (not shown) is
then compressed to hold each wire 64 securely within male
plug 12.

One method of utilizing female housing 10 and male plug
12 is shown in FIGS. 6-8. Initially, male plug 12 is oriented
in a first orientation with respect to female housing 10
whereupon flexible latch 62 lines up with latch groove 30.
Next, male plug 12 is inserted into open end 14 of female
housing 10 whereupon flexible latch 62 releasably seats in
latch groove 30 and the at least one ridge 74 releasably seats
in one of the latch divots 68 of female housing 10. In this
first orientation, end 66 of each wire 64 positioned in one of
the partitioned wire grooves 60 of male plug 12 contacts one
of the first contact terminals 32.

Male plug 12 may then be withdrawn from female hous-
ing 10 in a direction indicated by arrow Al. Once
withdrawn, male plug 12, or a different male plug, may be
oriented in a second orientation with respect to the female
housing 10. This second orientation is achieved by rotating
male plug 12 about its longitudinal axis L in a direction of
arrow A2 or arrow A3. Male plug 12 may then be inserted
into open end 14 of female housing 10. In this second
orientation, the end 66 of each wire 64 positioned in one of
the partitioned wire grooves 60 of male plug 12 contacts one
of the second contact terminals 34. This dual functionality of
the female housing 10 allows for the connectivity of one
common function or two distinct functions.

Referring to FIGS. 9, 13 and 14, female housing 10' is
similar to female housing 10 with like reference numerals
indicating like parts. However, in female housing 10', each
internal surface 18', 20', 22', 24' may or may not define a
latch groove 28, 30, but each internal surface 18', 20", 22', 24"
preferably defines additional latch divots 68'.

Referring to FIGS. 9-14, male plug 12' is similar to male
plug 12 with like reference numerals indicating like parts.
Specifically, male plug 12' is generally box-shaped and
defines an open end 14', external surfaces 46', 48', 50', 52
and an internal cavity 58'. As shown in FIG. 11, male plug
12' further defines one or more wire cavities 70 and one or
more wire cavities 70'. Each wire cavity 70 and 70' is
configured to receive a wire 64 and 64, respectively. Male
plug 12' also includes one or more flexible latches 62'. Each
flexible latch 62' includes an arm 72 and a ridge 74' for
releasably engaging a corresponding flexible tab 40" and a
corresponding latch divot 68' defined by female housing 10'.

One difference between male plug 12' and male plug 12
is that two or more of external surfaces 46', 48', 50', 52'
define two sets of partitioned wire grooves 60', 60". A
terminal tab 76 may be positioned in some or all of wire
grooves 60' and 60". Male plug 12' may be an RJ11-type of
male plug, an RJ45-type of male plug, or other type of male
plug.

Male plug 12' receives two wires, two sets of plural wires
64 and 64', or any combination. It has been found that by
having wire cavities 70, 70' with different lengths, two or
more wires or plurality of wires 64, 64' can be housed in
male plug 12' with adequate spacing and shielding therebe-
tween to eliminate or reduce the amount of noise imposed on
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each wire 64 due to a signal transmitted on each wire 64,
and vice versa. An end 66 of each wire 64 is positioned
adjacent one of partitioned wire grooves 60'. An end 66 of
each wire 64' is positioned adjacent one of partitioned wire
grooves 60".

As shown in FIGS. 13-14, male plug 12' is inserted into
internal cavity 16' of female housing 10" and can also be
rotated into different orientations. Rotation of male plug 12
is not required if each wire 64 is connected to a first function
78 and each wire 64' is connected to a second function 80.

Another difference between male plug 12' and male plug
12 is that in male plug 12', each of flexible tabs 40' defined
by male connector harness 38' and, preferably, each latch
divot 68' defined by female housing 10' engages a ridge 74'
of flexible latch 62' when male plug 12' is seated in female
housing 10'. To release male plug 12' from female housing
10, arms 72 are moved toward male plug 12' until each ridge
74' unseats from its corresponding latch divot 68' and clears
its corresponding flexible tab 40'. Male plug 12 may also be
used in conjunction with the female housing 10'.

With reference to FIG. 15, female housing 10" is similar
to female housing 10" with like reference numerals indicat-
ing like parts. However, female housing 10" defines wall
brackets 108 configured to be mounted to a wall, electrical
box, or other suitable device in a manner known in the art.
Wall brackets 108 may then be covered by a cover plate 110
having an opening 112 corresponding to an open end 14" of
female housing 10" for aesthetic purposes. As with female
housing 10', female housing 10" may also be used in
conjunction with either male plug 12 or male plug 12"

With reference to FIGS. 16 and 17, female housing 10"
is similar to female housing 10 and 10" with like reference
numerals indicating like parts. Female housing 10" includes
at least one first contact terminal 32' and at least one second
contact terminal 34' received in female housing 10. Each
first contact terminal 32" has leaf segment 120 which extends
from adjacent open end 14" into internal cavity 16" and
toward interior end surface 26™. Each first contact terminal
32' includes at an end thereof opposite leaf segment 120 a
lead segment 122 which extends through a base 116 of
female housing 10" and away from base 116. Each second
contact terminal 34' includes a leaf segment 124 which
extends from intermediate open end 14" and interior end
surface 26" into internal cavity 16" and toward interior and
surface 26". Preferably, leaf segment 120 of cach first
contact terminal 32' is positioned on a side of internal cavity
16" opposite leaf segment 124 of each second contact
terminal 34'. More preferably, leaf segment 120 of each first
contact terminal 32' is positioned adjacent interior surface
20" and leaf segment 124 of each second contact terminal
34' is positioned adjacent interior surface 24'". Each second
contact terminal 34' includes at an end thereof opposite leaf
segment 124 a lead segment 126 which extends through and
away from base 116.

To facilitate mating of female housing 10" to a printed
circuit board, lead segments 122 of alternating first contact
terminals 32' are staggered and lead segments 126 of alter-
nating second contact terminals 34' are staggered.

Lastly, female housing 10" includes a latch surface 128
which slopes upwardly and away from open end 14" adja-
cent interior surface 20'".

With reference to FIGS. 18-20 and with continuing
reference to FIG. 16, male plug 12" includes a plurality of
partitioned wire grooves 130 and a plurality of partitioned
wire grooves 132 formed on opposite external surfaces
thereof. More specifically, partitioned wire grooves 130 are
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formed in external surface 48" and partitioned wire grooves
132 are formed in external surface 52". For purpose of
illustration, external surfaces 48" and 52" each include 8
partitioned wire grooves 130 and 132, respectively.
However, external surface 48" can include four, six or eight
partitioned wire grooves 130 and external surface 52" can
include four, six or eight partitioned wire grooves 132.

Male plug 12" includes a plurality of wire cavities 136
and a plurality of wire cavities 138. Each wire cavity 136 is
in communication with one of partitioned wire grooves 130
and each wire cavity 138 is in communication with one of
partitioned wire grooves 132. Each partitioned wire groove
130 and 132 is configured to receive a conductive terminal
tab 134. Each terminal tab 134 received in one of the
partitioned wire grooves 130 is in communication with one
of the wire cavities 136 formed in male plug 12" and each
terminal tab 134 received in one of the partitioned wire
grooves 132 as in communication with one of the wire
cavities 138 formed in male plug 12". Each wire cavity 136
and each wire cavity 138 is configured to receive a wire (not
shown) disposed therein via open end 54" of male plug 12".
Each terminal tab 134 electrically contacts a wire received
in the corresponding wire cavity 136 or 138.

Wire cavities 136 and 138 have different lengths so that
when wires are properly seated therein the ends of the wires
received in wire cavities 136 will be offset from the ends of
the wires received in wire cavity 138. This offset provides
adequate spacing and shielding to eliminate or reduce the
amount of noise imposed on each wire received in wire
cavity 136 due to a signal transmitted on each wire received
in wire cavity 138, and vice versa.

Extending upwardly through external surface 48' adjacent
open end 54" is a ridge 140. Ridge 140 is connected to a
body of male housing 12" in a manner that enables ridge 140
to apply a spring force perpendicular and away from exter-
nal surface 48" in response to the application of force on
ridge 140 directed perpendicular to and toward external
surface 48". In response to the removal of the force on ridge
140, the spring force returns ridge 140 to the position shown
in FIG. 19.

Male plug 12" can be inserted into internal cavity 16" of
female housing 10" with external surfaces 48" and 52"
adjacent interior surfaces 20" and 24", respectively. When
male plug 12" is inserted into female housing 10", terminal
tabs 134 received in partitioned wire grooves 130 electri-
cally contact leaf segments 120 of first contact terminals 32',
and terminal tabs 134 received in partition wire grooves 132
electrically contact leaf segments 124 of second contact
terminals 34

As closed end 56" of male plug 12" moves toward interior
end surface 26" of female housing 10", ridge 140 is urged
into male plug 12' by the lower end of latch surface 128.
When ridge 140 clears the lower end of latch surface 128,
the spring force causes ridge 140 to move upwardly and seat
ridge 140 against latch surface 128. At the same time, ridges
74" of flexible latch 62" seat in latch divots 68 formed in
interior surface 24" of female housing 10" adjacent open
end 14'"".

To remove male plug 12" from female housing 10", the
end of flexible latch 62" adjacent open end 54" is urged
toward male plug 12" whereupon ridges 74" unseat from
corresponding latch divots 68. Thereafter, male plug 12" is
withdrawn from internal cavity 16" of female housing 10"
against the spring force of ridge 140 against latch surface
128.

A fifth embodiment of the present invention is shown in
FIGS. 21-24. As shown generally in FIG. 21, a housing
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assembly 142 generally includes a female housing 10D
defining an internal cavity 16D, an printed circuit board 144,
a filter 146, an interior pin guide 148, an exterior pin guide
150, and wire caps 152. The female housing 10D, interior
pin guide 148, exterior pin guide 150, and wire caps 152 are
preferably made from plastic or other suitable material.

The female housing 10D internal cavity 16D, shown
generally in FIG. 21 and in greater detail in FIG. 22, is sized
to fit male plug 12, 12' or any other suitable RJ-type male
plug. In general, the internal cavity 16D is defined by a
plurality of surfaces which form a mirror image about an
imaginary X axis and an imaginary Y axis, with the imagi-
nary axes X, Y are perpendicular to one another and per-
pendicular to four box-like sides 154A-D of the female
housing 10D. As shown in greater detail in FIG. 22 and with
continuing reference to FIG. 21, in this embodiment, the
means to accommodate at least two RJ-type male plugs
having different widths includes surfaces S1, S2, S3, S4, S5,
and S6 and those corresponding mirror image surfaces
positioned opposite to the imaginary axis Y that are engaged
by male plug 12' when male plug 12' is oriented in one
direction. Surfaces S10, S11, S12, S13, S14, and S15 and
those corresponding mirror image surfaces positioned oppo-
site to the imaginary axis Y are engaged by male plug 12
when male plug 12' is oriented in a second direction.
Surfaces S5, S6, S7, S8, S9, S10, and S11 and those
corresponding mirror image surfaces positioned opposite to
the imaginary axis Y are engaged by male plug 12.

As shown in greater detail in FIGS. 23 and 24, the housing
assembly 142 includes an electronic noise filter 146 electri-
cally connected to an printed circuit board 144. The filter
146, such as those commercially available from Delta,
Taipei, Taiwan, and known to those skilled in the art, may
include an induction coil 156 and other associated electronic
components, such as resistors and capacitors 158. At least
one contact terminal, such as first contact terminal 34D, is
electrically connected to the filter 146 through the printed
circuit board 144.

Also electrically connected to the printed circuit board
144 is one or more electrical pin connectors, such as the wire
pin blades 160 shown in FIGS. 23 and 24, screw and nut
connectors, or any other suitable electrical connector. The
wire pin blades 160 shown in FIGS. 23 and 24 are indi-
vidually inserted in corresponding slots 162 defined by
internal pin guide 148 and are electrically connected to the
filter 146 and the first contact terminal 34D. A second
contact terminal 32D is received by the interior pin guide
148 and is electrically connected to the printed circuit board
144 and the wire pin blades 160.

With continuing reference to FIGS. 23 and 24, a portion
of the printed circuit board 144 that receives the wire pin
blades 160 is positioned immediately adjacent to the interior
pin guide 148. The exterior pin guide 150 is then inserted
over the interior pin guide 148, so that the portion of the
printed circuit board 144 that receives the wire pin blades
160 is sandwiched between the interior pin guide 148 and
the exterior pin guide 150. The wire pin blades 160 are
inserted into the slot 162 defined by the interior pin guide
148 and electrically connected to the printed circuit board
144. Finally, the female housing 10D is snap fitted to the
interior pin guide 148 via protrusion 164 to keep the housing
assembly 10D together. Optional wire caps 152 may also be
individually inserted into the slots 162 defined by the
interior pin guide 148.

One intended purpose of the housing assembly 142
described above is to provide an inline electronic noise filter
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for digital subscriber line (DSL) applications. DSL service is
usually added to an existing telephone line. However, when
not installed properly, telephones and other equipment con-
nected to the telephone line can cause interference with the
DSL service.

In one exemplary application, the housing assembly 142
can be inserted in a wall and may be covered with an
optional cover plate, but the cover plate is not required.
When a male plug according to any embodiment of the
present invention is inserted into the female housing 10D of
the housing assembly 142, a telephone connection and DSL
can be simultaneously established. Because the filter 146 is
connected to the first contact terminal 34D, a corresponding
wiring pattern on any of the male plugs, and a telephone
connection, the telephone connection does not interfere with
the DSL connection.

It is noted that the filter 146 can be connected to the
second contact terminal 32D instead of the first contact
terminal 34D. More than one filter 146 may also be used.
Moreover, the filter 146 may be eliminated, and two simple
telephone connections may be simultaneously established,
depending on the wiring configurations connected to the first
contact terminal, second contact terminal, and the wiring
configurations of the male plugs.

The embodiments of the present invention described
above help to provide an RJ-type modular connector which
is extremely flexible. Instead of providing two separate
female housings and two separate male plugs (one set for
telecommunications and one set for LAN connectivity) the
present invention allows one female housing and one male
plug to be used for both purposes. For example, FIG. 13
shows a female housing 10' electrically connected to a
printed circuit board in an electronic device, such as a
motherboard 82 of a computer. Motherboard 82 generally
includes a logic processor 84, and the computer may further
include a fixed magnetic hard drive 86, a removable mag-
netic hard drive 88, a floppy disk drive 90, a CD-ROM 92,
a visual display 94, and/or a printer 96. Four first contact
terminals 32 can be electrically connected to the electronic
components on the motherboard which support the first
function 78, such as the telecommunications function. Eight
second contact terminals 34 can be electrically connected to
electronic components supporting the second function 80,
such as LAN function. However, any number and type of
first and second contact terminals 32, 34 can be used
depending on the particular application. Moreover, an
in-line electronic noise filter allows one male plug and one
female housing to provide simultaneous telephone and DSL
connectivity, or if the filter is removed, connectivity with
two telephone lines may be established.

The invention has been described with reference to the
preferred embodiments. Obvious modifications and alter-
ations will occur to others upon reading and understanding
the preceding detailed description. It is intended that the
invention be construed as including all such modifications
and alterations insofar as they come within the scope of the
appended claims or the equivalents thereof.

I claim:

1. A multi-functional RJ-type modular connector com-
prising:

an RJ-type female housing configured to receive an

RIJ-type male plug, the RJ-type female housing having
an open, plug receiving end and least two interior
surfaces;

a first RJ-type contact terminal configuration positioned

along one of the interior surfaces;
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a second RJ-type contact terminal configuration posi-
tioned along another interior surface, the second
RJ-type contact terminal configuration having a differ-
ent configuration than the first RJ-type contact terminal
configuration; and

an electronic filter electrically connected to the first
contact terminal;

wherein the first and second contact terminal configura-
tions are adapted to selectively mate with the RJ-type
male plug when the plug is oriented with respect to the
first and second contact terminals.

2. The multi-functional RJ-type modular connector as
claimed in claim 1, further comprising an RJ-type male plug
received by the RJ-type female housing, the RJ-type male
plug selected from the group consisting of RJ11 and RJ45.

3. The multi-functional RJ-type modular connector as
claimed in claim 1, wherein the first contact terminal is
connected to a telephone function and the second contact
terminal is connected to a LAN, DSL, or Ethernet function.

4. The multi-purpose modular connector as claimed in
claim 1, wherein the first contact terminal is selected from
the group comprising a flattened spring-type contact
terminal, a right angle spring-type contact terminal, and a
C-bend spring-type contact terminal.

5. The multi-purpose modular connector as claimed in
claim 1, further comprising a printed circuit board connected
to the first contact terminal and the filter.

6. The multi-purpose modular connector as claimed in
claim 1, further comprising a printed circuit board and a wire
pin blade connected to the printed circuit board.

7. The multi-purpose modular connector as claimed in
claim 1, further comprising an interior pin guide connected
to the female housing.

8. The multi-purpose modular connector as claimed in
claim 1, further comprising an exterior pin guide connected
to the interior pin guide.

9. The multi-purpose modular connector as claimed in
claim 1, further comprising an interior pin guide and a wire
pin blade, wherein the interior pin guide is connected to the
female housing and the interior pin guide defines a recess
configured to receive the wire pin blade.

10. The multi-purpose modular connector as claimed in
claim 9, further comprising an exterior pin guide connected
to the interior pin guide.

11. The multi-purpose modular connector as claimed in
claim 1, further comprising means to accommodate at least
two RJ-type male plugs having different widths.

12. The multi-purpose modular connector as claimed in
claim 1, further comprising an RJ-type male plug which has
at least two external surfaces, wherein at least one of the at
least two external surfaces defines one or more partitioned
wire grooves.

13. The multi-purpose modular connector as claimed in
claim 12, further comprising means for releasably locking
the RJ-type male plug in the RJ-type female housing.

14. A multi-functional RJ-type modular connector com-
prising:

an RJ-type female housing configured to receive an
RIJ-type male plug, the RJ-type female housing having
an open, plug receiving end and least two interior
surfaces;

a first RJ-type contact terminal configuration positioned
along one of the interior surface and connected to a first
telephone line;

an electronic filter electrically connected to the first
contact terminal; and
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a second RJ-type contact terminal configuration posi-
tioned along another interior surface and connected to
a second telephone line,

wherein the first and second contact terminal configura-
tions are adapted to selectively mate with the RJ-type
male plug when the plug is oriented with respect to the
first and second contact terminals.

15. A multi-functional RJ-type modular connector system

comprising:

an RJ-type female housing having and open end and at

least two interior surfaces;

a first RJ-type contact terminal configuration positioned
along one of the two interior surfaces;

a second RJ-type contact terminal configuration posi-
tioned along another of the interior surfaces;

a filter electrically connected to the first contact terminal;
and

an RJ-type male plug conveying a plurality of wires, the
RJ-type male plug configured to be inserted into the
open end of the RJ-type female housing;

wherein (i) when the RJ-type male plug is oriented in a
first orientation and inserted into the open end of the
RJ-type female housing, at least one of the plurality of
wires contacts a corresponding first contact terminal in
the first contact terminal configuration and (ii) when the
RJ-type male plug is oriented in a second orientation
and inserted into the open end of the RJ-type female
housing, at least one of the plurality of wires contacts
a corresponding contact terminal in the second contact
terminal configuration.

16. A multi-functional RJ-type modular connector com-

prising:

an RJ-type female housing having and open end and at
least two interior surfaces;

a first RJ-type contact terminal configuration positioned
along one of the two interior surfaces;
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a second RJ-type contact terminal configuration posi-
tioned along another of the interior surfaces;

a filter electrically connected to the first RJ-type contact
terminal,

a printed circuit board electrically connected to the filter,
the first contact terminal, and the second RJ-type con-
tact terminal,

a wire connector electrically connected to the printed
circuit board; and

an RJ-type male plug having a first plurality of wires and
a second plurality of wires, the RJ-type male plug
configured to be inserted in the open end of the RJ-type
female housing;

wherein when the RJ-type male plug is inserted into the
open end of the RJ-type female housing, at least one
first contact terminal contacts a corresponding one of
the first plurality of wires and the at least one second
contact terminal contacts a corresponding one of the
second plurality of wires, wherein electrical connection
is selectively established between the first and second
contact terminal configurations.

17. The A multi-functional RJ-type modular connector as
claimed in claim 16 wherein the RJ-type male plug selected
from the group consisting of RJ11 and RJ45.

18. The multi-functional RJ-type modular connector as
claimed in claim 16, wherein the first contact terminal is
connected to a telephone function and the second contact
terminal is connected to a LAN, DSL, or Ethernet function.

19. The multi-purpose modular connector as claimed in
claim 16, wherein the first contact terminal is selected from
the group comprising a flattened spring-type contact
terminal, a right angle spring-type contact terminal, and a
C-bend spring-type contact terminal.

20. The multi-purpose modular connector as claimed in
claim 16, further comprising means to accommodate at least
two RJ-type male plugs having different widths.

#* #* #* #* #*
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